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Introduction

To have an effective communication, agreement between and among fractions of the sentence must be held paramount. Hence, the need for this work to concentrate on the types of concord and their uses in communication.


In same vein, highlights of some of the rules governing the use and application of concord in communication as the Oxford English dictionary describes it.



Origin and Definitions of Concord

The term, Concord has a dual origin; a part from the old French, “Concorde” meaning agreement and the other from Latin word “Concordia” which means harmonious: of the same mind.

       Concord refer to agreement in gender, cases and number relating to each other in an infinity variety of ways to make it correct, acceptable sentences.                                                                             

Types of concord                                                                                                                                        Various types of concord in respect to this presentation, we shall consider or look at four major types as highlighted by Mrs. Bodunde et al, in their book; “Communication in English”.

Subject- Subject compliment

Tense concord

Pronoun antecedent

Subject- Verb

Subject verb concord:

It could be in form of number, notation or person which are conventionally marked by inflection or word ending usually noun, pronoun or noun phrase.

For instance, a verb should be in the same person as number so also same or similar gender.

Illustrations;

1. She hurt herself without knowing

2. 
a. The man in a corner is waiting for someone to show.

b. The man in a corner are waiting for someone to show. (Wrong)

Tense Concord:

This applies to a sentence that has more than one clause. Tense concord means that if the clauses are connected with the word ‘and’ and ‘but’, the use of verbs must agree in all the clauses that make up the sentence.

E.g. We go to school and come back every day. 

Subject- subject compliment concord:

If a subject compliment is a noun phrase then it should be in the same number from as the subject.                                                                                                       Subject object concord: it relates to concord of number, person gender in a reflective manner.                                                                                                                                                         

Pronoun antecedent concord: 

Shows a relationship between pronoun in respect to number, gender and case with its antecedent for instance a pronoun replacing a noun must have the same number as the noun it replaces so also the subject noun must by replace by a subject pronoun. An objective noun is replaced by an objective pronoun.

Examples: 1. The kind and the wicked have their place in fiction

                    2. All men are created equal.

           RULES OF CONCORD IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE.                                                                                           RULE 1: Choose a singular noun (subject) when you have a singular verb.
E.g. The teacher beats (singular verb).

RULE 2: Choose a plural subject when you have a plural verb. 

E.g. Teachers beat

Selection agreement: When one, two or any figures of number is selected from larger unit, it’s the number that we determine the verb.

 E.g. One of my lectures knows me.

 Two of my lectures know me.

When ‘’all but’’ appears in a sentence the agreement question is settled by considering what come after ‘’but’’

E.g. All but Jimmy knows me.

Agreement with neither:  when neither or nor comes in a sentence, the noun after nor determines the verb 

E.g. Neither Mrs. Kehinde nor her triplets are alive.

Agreement with and when multiples subjects are join by with, together with, accompany by, not to mention in company with the verb, this verb is always singular. 

E.g. The principal in company with the school security officer is coming.

When multiple subject are joint by as well as, ‘’like’’ the subject determine the verb.

E.g. The governor as well as his advisers is coming.

CONCORD IN COMMUNICATION

Concord in communication form Latin word means “communes” i.e. to share. Since concord is the agreement between two or more phrases, communication cannot be effectively emphasized in a situation where the phrases in your sentence don’t first of all agree to from an understandable sentence.

Also s concord refers to the form in which the different parts of a sentence relate to one another, therefore to have an effective communication; there must be a close relationship between the different parts of a sentence.

By understanding the rules of concord and how it relates to words in sentence. Sentence can be combined in an infinite variety of ways to transmit infinite number of messages.
Conclusion

Since concord is the agreement between two or more phrases, communication cannot be effective in a situation whereby the phrases in the sentences do not first of all agree to form a comprehensible sentence. 

Hence, the need for every learners and users of the English language to understand and master the rules of concord in communication cannot be over emphasized. 
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